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TAGS: SF, AO, PINS 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA: THREE SOUTH AERICAN SOLDIERS KILLED 

1. DEC 16 PRESS HEADLINED " ARMY KILLS 61, LOSES 3". 

OFEICIAL DEFENSE FORCE ANNOUNCEMENT GAVE NAMES OF THREE 
SERVICEMEN KILLED IN " OPERATIONAL AREA" SKIRMISH WITH " ENEMY 
WHICH SUFFERED 61 DEAD. NO DETAILS OE DATE, PLACE, OR KIND 
OF ENGAGEMENT WERE PROVIDED BY OFEICIALS, WHO DECLINED 
FURTHER COMMENT. OTHER HEADLINE " BLOODY BATTLE ROUTES MPLA" 
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DESCRIBES AT SOME LENGTH UNITA RECAPTURE OF LUSO AND 
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DRIVE ONWARD. 

2. OBVIOUSLY WRESTLING WITH CENSORSHIP PROBLEMS, PAPERS 
NOTED THAT OFFICIAL STATEMENT ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN TROOP 
DEATHS DID NOT USE TERMS " TERRORIST” OR "SWAPO" AS WAS DONE 
PREVIOUSLY. EARLIER STATEMENTS BY MIN DEE BOTHA REFERRING 
TO ' HOT PURSUIT" INVOLVING PENETRATIONS INTO ANGOLA 
VARIOUSLY REPORTED AS 150, 200 AND 300 KILOMETERS WERE 
MENTIONED, TOGETHER WITH NOTE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN PRESSMEN 
HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN CONFIRMATION OF FOREIGN PRESS 
REPORTS THAT SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS WERE FIGHTIN DEEP 

INSIDE ANGOLA. 

3. PRESS REPORTED WITHOUT LOCAL COMMENT SAVIMBI STATEMENT 
THAT SOUTH AFRICANS WITH SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS WERE KNOWN 
TO BE OPERATING ABOUT 150 KILOMETERS IN ANGOLA IN UNITA 
AREAS, BUT UNITA DID NOT HAVE CAPABILITY TO OPPOSE THEM. 

4. FOR SEVERAL DAYS PRESS HAS CARRIED WIRE SERVICE REPORTING 
OF MASSIVE US ASSISTANCE FLOWING INTO ANGOLA, AND 
CONGRESSIONAL CONCERN AT CONFIRMATION OF MONTHS-LONG PROGRAM. 
RESIGNATION OF ASST SECY DAVIS ATTRIBUTED TO HIS OPPOSITION 

TO SEC KISSINGERS ADVOCACY OF US SUPPORT FOR ANTI-MPLA 
GROUPS IN ANGOLA. 

BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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